ENTERTAINMENT

Ways to

) Your Guests

Show them a really good time with these brilliant reception ideas
for food, drinks and just plain fun. by Elena Donovan Mauer

Il you wanl your guests lo rave aboul your
weddding—and what bride doesn’t?—the op-
tons are practically endless, Get inspired by

these inventive tips.

Make the cocktail hour interactive by
:r'[till; upa wine. {"nmll;!.'lgll:' ar ]iql:m'
tasting, A be expert or a sommelier
can offer guests a sampling of libations and

a little lesson on Navors,

Have a favorite celebrity? Hire an im-
personalor o liven up the cocklail howr
by performing, mingling with guests and pos-
ing for photos with m, suggests Shern
Williams, of Williams-Sossen Events. in

New York City and Philadelphia.

Let your wedding's season inspire you.
In the fall, have guests bob for apples.
During winter, they can paint holiday orna-
ments to take home. For spring, ¢
maypole with colorful streamers. In 1l
mer, l|l!'_\ can ]]r_l;'l themselves to ar

cream sundae bar,

Hire danee instruetors to teach guesis
low Lo swing, merengue, bool-scoot or
polki. There's no better way to get evershody

on the dance floor!

While guests are enjoying their meal,
bring in some entertainment, You can
Arrange for a danee ||-~l'l'1.\1'mdm:-: that reflects
your hevitage—Irish step, salsa or belly

dancers, lor t'.\<llt!|1!t-.

= Instead of a lraditional guest beok, ask
¢ l'\(".l'_\'t.‘ilt‘ to sign the matte around a
photo of the two of you, Or they could write
on a surfboard. foothalls, white cowhoy

hoots—whatlever suits you and YOur groom.
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Hire a magician 1o puzzle and delight
the erowd. a tarol card reader Lo de
readings or a palm reader to tell fortunes.
“Guests will talk about the experience for
hours afte

Instead of You Events, in San Francisco.

o your youngesl guests smiling, too.

urges Amy Nichols. of Amy Nichels

Special Events, in San Francisco, In a sepa-

e area. have a puppeteer perform—or
arrange to show a kids® movie. Hire ¢

sponsible teen to keep wateh.

Include local delicacies on your wei-
ding menu. like tasty erabs if vou're in
Maryland or spivy chicken wings in Bulfalo.

New York. savs Nichols,

Hire a cigar roller to hand-roll @ cns-
tom blend of tobaceo just for vour
muests. (Great for outdoor weddings—and
the guvs will love the masculine touch!)
Offer a speeially after-dinner coffee
Dbar, complete with barixtas concocting
cappuceing and other espresso drinks, Deli-
ciows loppings. like chocolate shavings and

clnnamorn. ih’l‘.l Ly “l" ].UI'!.

7y Alter the cake-cutting, have waiters

A serve the slices o an energizing tune
like “Cut the Cake.” by Average White
Band. or “Sugar Sugar,” by the Archies—
this is sure to keep the mood eelebratory.
Steve Kemble, of Steve Kemble vent

sizm, i Dallas,

1t to render on-the-
spol drawings of guests (which they
1 take home, of cowse), suggesis Geneene

Thornton. of Celebrations Event Planning. in

pard.” says Maxine Andrew, of

San Diego. or have a face painter available

tomake up kids and adults alike.

“Have a local antiston hand to create
a puinting ol the reception room as
the event unfolds,” says Randie Pelle

af Gordially Invited, in Los Angeles. By the
end of the night. von will have a masterpieee:

you can hung in your pewlywed home.

For an old-fashioned-camival vibe.
serve nostalgic sweets from an ice-

crenm o collon-can |\' cart.

Have a photo of voursell and your
errvonnt Dilown gy and made into a jig-
s puzzale, suggests Williams, Display the
picees on alable and let guests assemble a
work of arl. piece by piece, by the end of the

evenings [estivities,

Rent a photo beoth, so guests can

make Tunny faces for the camera-
photos are the ultir : personalized lavor.
g them home for their

Continued on page 200

Guests will engov ta

Wil -t-l‘lpilullkx.

How much is
too much?

Never fet your wedding - :
entertainment outshine you and
-your groom: if you're:planning a.
whopper of an event—an opera
singer, fireworks or acasine
table—schedule it for the cocktail
hour, for a 20-minute period
during the reception, or for the
© after-party, Otherwise, guests might
. forget they're at awedding—and,
~after all, it is yourday.

25 Ways to WOW Your Guests
Centinued from page 198

sy cormer for conversation

ting up a few =ofas, chairs and

coffe tabiles in a separate area, away lrom the
Snhanee the mood with lizhit-

t pillows and light jazz—either from

live musicians ora 1'«'u‘e\n!i1‘._:.’.

Appeal to the inner child in every-
ane by setting up a bar with candy,
cookies or other tiny treats. Display the
sweets in bowls or jars with scoops. Provide

cute bags, and monogrammed stickers o

seal them up. Presto! Every guesl bas a

| sweet take-home gift.

Surprize the crowd with a special
pick-me-up. While guests are
graoving, have waiters fan out aeross Lhe
dance floor with trays of lemonade. miniice-
cream cones or Popsicles.
Love dress-up? Have a waner place
| atrunk full of costumes and silly
props on the dance [oor. Guests can try on

| hats, boas and oversize sunglasses. and

| u -
| “play™ fanx guitans.

(from petite to plus)

LOOK LIKE A
STAR!

Tips from Celebs'f
Makeup Pros

Hot Finds
Sexy Resorts &
Island Hideaways
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End the reception with a bang:
||rk.‘-

show—anid have them in vour weile wl-

Stage a glorious outdoor [i

ors, of course, “Nothing couli e more falu-

lous,” enthuses Kemble.

Barn CDs of the songs vou'll be
playing at your wedding. Ask the
parking valets to put the dises in guests’ car
stereos, and ta leave a note from the two of
vou on the front seat. On the way home,
cuesls can replay all the fantastic musical

memories of the day.

Throw an after-party al a nearby
club or someone’s home. Have the
D] make an annonnc al the end of
vour reception, or simply spread the word
through a few chatly [riends. Provide
munchies and beverages, and be sure that

everyme has a sale Ilkl.!.’ ]IU!:!\‘..

Set up a casino-themed after-pany.
complete with guming tables and
canl deales 3 ams. Looking for oth-
ar ;1f|:r‘l'-!uu'i}- themes? P(.'“-:gl"l:li ﬁllggl':vlh
selting up a diseo. blues club or piano barto
keep thing= hopping. With fal ideas like

these, vour party will be unforgettable. =

WAYS TO DAZZLE
YOUR GUESTS




